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Book IRevlewe. 



The Messiah of the Gospels. By Charles Augustus Briggs, D.D., Pro- 
fessor of Biblical Theology in the Union Theological Seminary. New 
York: Chas. Scribner's Sons, 1894. Pp. xL+337. Price, $2.00. 

This volume carries forward a somewhat elaborate plan which Professor 
Briggs projected more than ten years ago. The plan involved a history of 
the development of the Messianic idea through Jewish and Christian times. 
The first stage of the development, as recorded in the Old Testament litera- 
ture, was presented in his work entitled Messianic Prophecy, which was pub- 
lished in 1886, and was well received and largely used. This Messiah of the 
Gospels is the second volume in the series. The third volume is just 
out, the Messiah of the Apostles. And it is understood that two further 
volumes are projected which will trace the history of Messianic ideas in 
the Christian church and their importance in the development of Christian 
doctrine. He writes in his preface that he is "convinced that the faith of the 
Church of the day is defective in its lack of apprehension of the reigning 
Christ and in its neglect of the Second Advent of our Lord." 

The book now before has for its aim the investigation as to how far the 
Old Testament Messianic ideal was fulfilled by the first advent of the Messiah, 
and how far this ideal remained unfulfilled and was taken up into the New 
Testament prophecy and carried on to a higher stage of development. After 
a preliminary chapter upon the Messianic Idea in Pre-Christian Judaism, chap- 
ters follow upon the Messianic Idea of the Forerunners of Jesus, the Messiah 
of Mark, the Apocalypse of Jesus (treating the discourse triply reported in 
Matt. 24, Mark 13 and Luke 21), the Messiah of Matthew, the Messiah of 
Luke, the Messiah of John, and closing with a recapitulating chapter entitled 
the Messiah of the Gospels. 

The method and arrangement adopted for the work are those which 
already characterized the treatment of the Messianic idea in the Old Testament 
period (see the Messianic Prophecy). In general, each book is given a chap- 
ter, which opens with a preliminary consideration of the whole book. Then 
follow the several aspects of the Messianic idea as found in the book, each 
discussed separately thus : first, a concise summary of the idea in this aspect, 
then quotations from the writing of those portions which contain the teaching, 
and then a larger statement and brief discussion of the teaching. This way 
of presenting the matter has its advantages, it is above all orderly and clear. 
But it involves a large amount of repetition, even where the duplicate and 
triplicate material is treated under but one Gospel heading. Another feature 
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of the method which invites criticism is the extensive system of quotations. 
In treating of Pre-Christian Judaism many pertinent passages are quoted at 
length from Tobit, Enoch (both Apocalypse and Similitudes), the Sibylline 
Oracles, the Psalter of Solomon, and the Book of Wisdom. This is desirable, 
from the point of view of the general reader, for these writings are not acces- 
sible to him. But in all the other chapters the quotations are solely from the 
Gospels, and it is hardly necessary to reproduce them. Of course it is con- 
venient to have them, but they are of the nature of a luxury, for the cost of a 
book is in proportion to the number of its pages. By actual count one-third 
of the entire bulk of this book is quotations, and quotations almost wholly 
from the Gospels which every reader has at hand. The references without 
the quotations would therefore have reduced the price of the book some sixty 
or seventy cents, a sum which means considerable to the vast majority of 
theological book buyers. For that amount one could purchase almost any 
volume of the Cambridge Bible Commentaries, or of the excellent Hand- 
books for Bible Classes. 

Other external defects of the book may be mentioned, the most conspicu- 
ous of which is the absence of all indexes. This is not excusable on the 
ground that the several passages are treated in the order in which they occur 
in the Gospels, for that is not the case with a large portion of them. Nor on 
the ground that the table of contents contains a somewhat full analysis with 
page numbers. No work of the sort should be given to the public without 
well-prepared and fairly complete indexes, both of topics and of Scripture 
texts. Professor Briggs did this for his first volume, the Messianic Prophecy ; 
he should not have failed to do the same for this second volume. The typo- 
graphical errors are not numerous, but appear occasionally, as on page 57, 
fifth line from bottom, and page 308, ninth line from bottom. The paper on 
which the book is printed is to be condemned because it will not take ink 
well, thus making it impossible to enter marginal index notes. 

After indicating these external defects of the book, one hastens to assert 
that the work itself, the exposition of the Messianic idea in the Gospels, is excel- 
lently done. The thorough scholarship, historical fidelity and good judgment 
which one anticipates in Professor Briggs's productions are all present. The 
scope of the subject and the limitation of pages give the treatment a concise, 
general form, from which detailed discussion is almost wholly absent. Occa- 
sionally a fine-print footnote elaborates some special point. At many places 
in the discussion the brevity of treatment is unsatisfactory. But whatever 
others may think, the author's view is always put clearly and frankly. The 
book is conservative, more conservative in the New Testament field than the 
Messianic Prophecy was in the Old Testament field — perhaps because Pro- 
fessor Briggs is less at home in the former. In the main, the view taken of 
the Messianic idea in the Gospels is the same as that which we find in current 
conservative works upon the life and teaching of Jesus. It is therefore not a 
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new view, but is interesting and valuable because it is a fresh statement by 
an able scholar of the commonly accepted view. 

It may be questioned whether Professor Briggs has sufficiently considered 
the investigations and tentative conclusions of progressive New Testament 
scholars. There is no Johannine problem to him — at least so far as the 
material he uses from the Gospel of John is concerned. Utterances 
ascribed to Jesus in the Fourth Gospel are treated on the same plane of his : 
torical exactness and trustworthiness as utterances recorded by the synoptic 
Gospels. He seems to accept the Johannine historical perspective, e. g., as 
respects the recognition of his Messiahship. Commenting on John i : 40-51, 
he says: "From the beginning, therefore, in the most intimate circle of the 
apostles, according to John, there was the understanding between the Master 
and his disciples that he was the Messianic king" (p. 258). And again 
(p. 316): "According to the synoptists, the first distinct recognition of the 
apostles [that Jesus was the Messiah] was through Peter, as the spokesman, 

at Ca;sarea Philippi, shortly before the transfiguration The Gospel of 

John, however, reports a recognition by several of the apostles prior to the 
beginning of the ministry of Jesus, when first they left John the Baptist and 
attached themselves to him." But elsewhere (p. 336) he speaks of how 
" even his own disciples were so slow to accept him as the Messiah." Does 
Professor Briggs choose the Johannine statement of the time of the recog- 
nition of Jesus's Messiahship as against the synoptic representation, or vice 
versa, or does he leave the point undecided? The disagreement between the 
two he clearly affirms. He says (p. 317) that Jesus "made no public claim 
to be the Messiah until the last week of his ministry." One cannot but 
express great surprise at the author's view of Luke 2 : 49, which he under- 
stands to mean that "Jesus claimed to his parents to be the Messiah, at 
twelve years of age" (p. 317). That is an improbably specific and mature 
meaning to gather from the words of Jesus, "Wist ye not that I must be in 
my Father's house (or, as he prefers, "about my Father's business")? To 
postulate a full consciousness of Messiahship at so early an age is forcing the 
language of Luke 2 : 49, is not likely in itself, and is not at all necessary to 
the most orthodox view of Christ's consciousness and person. 

One other interpretation must be mentioned with disapproval, that of John 
5:25, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, the hour cometh, and now is, when 
the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God ; and they that hear shall 
live." The vss. 24-29, according to Professor Briggs, contain a prediction 
of three resurrections ; vs. 24 refers to a present, spiritual resurrection ; 
vss. 28, 29 refer to the final, universal resurrection at Christ's return ; while 
vs. 25 predicts a physical "resurrection from the dead of certain ones hear- 
ing the Messiah's voice before the universal resurrection of the last section. It 
was doubtless the resurrection from Hades at the resurrection of the Messiah. 
See Matt. 27 : 52, 53 " (p. 276). This seems an entirely improbable meaning 
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to find in Jesus's words. If they had such an enigmatic reference to the 
events of Christ's resurrection it is likely the author of the Fourth Gospel 
would have called attention to the fact, for he loved to find in Jesus's sayings, 
as he afterward contemplated them, hidden enigmatical prophecies of the 
events of Christ's resurrection. With this characteristic of John, Professor 
Briggs agrees (see pp. 259-261), and in it outdoes John himself. He welcomes 
also in the synoptic Gospels passages which lend themselves to such enig- 
matical interpretation, and makes a great deal (pp. 188, 189) of Matt. 12 : 40, 
" For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the whale, so 
shall the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth." 
But there is much to be said in favor of regarding this verse as an early 
interpolation. The "sign" referred to in this passage is not the miracle 
referred to in this verse, but the preaching of Jonah to the Ninevites, as will 
appear clearly in the Matthew passage 12:38-42, and as is proved by the 
parallel passage Luke 11 : 29-32. where the preaching is the sign and the 
miracle is not even mentioned. 

The closing chapter of the volume gathers together into brief, systematic 
form the information which the Gospels give concerning the Messianic ideas 
of Christ. It is arranged under twelve heads, as follows : The Day of 
Yahweh, The Advent of Yahweh, The Father and the Shepherd, The Promised 
Land, The Messianic King, The Kingdom of God, The Holy Priesthood, 
The Ideal Man, Victory over Evil, The Faithful Prophet, The New Cove- 
nant, The Second Advent. Omitting the last, these are the headings which 
Professor Briggs used in summing up the Messianic ideas of the Old Testa- 
ment in his earlier work. With reference to each of these he now endeavors 
to determine how far Jesus fulfilled them prior to his ascension, and how far 
they remain to be fulfilled in the future. Also, with reference to the latter 
class, to determine whether Jesus took them up into his own prophecy, whether 
he enlarged and unfolded them, and whether he taught new Messianic ideals. 
This summary treatment of these ideals is the most original and valuable 
portion of the book, and is excellent. We may quote from the author's con- 
cluding words : " We have gone rapidly over the eleven Messianic ideals of 
the Old Testament, and have found that only a single one of them, the suffer- 
ing prophet, was entirely fulfilled by the earthly life of Jesus. The predic- 
tions of the Kingdom of God, the Advent of Yahweh, Yahweh as Husband 
and Father, were only fulfilled in small part. The Day of Yahweh, the Holy 
Land and the Holy Priesthood had no fulfilment until after the enthrone- 
ment of our Lord. The prediction of the Messianic King was fulfilled only 
so far as his birth, anointing and rejection are concerned, but not in his 
enthronement and victorious reign of glory. The predictions of the Ideal 
Man, the Conflict with Evil, and the New Covenant began to be fulfilled in 
important stages of initiation and advancement, but these also point forward 
to the future. It is clear, therefore, that the vast majority of the predictions 
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of the Old Testament prophets and the great mass of their ideals were taken up 
by Jesus into his. predictive prophecy and projected into the future. We are 
not surprised, therefore, that the Jews, in the time of our Lord, and even his 
own disciples, were so slow to accept him as the Messiah. They did not see 
in him the realization of the Messianic ideals of the Old Testament prophets. 
He did not fulfil the most striking features of these Messianic ideals, but only 
those which were in shadow, and which had very naturally been thrown into 
the background in the anticipation of the Jews" (p. 336). 

We have as a final word to commend the book heartily to the public as in 
general a sound, clear, faithful presentation of the Messianic ideas of the 
Gospels. It is by no means exhaustive, it is not even critical in a strict sense, 
but it is scholarly, and for many purposes sufficiently exact and comprehen- 
sive. It should find a place among one's books on the teaching of Jesus. 

C. W. V. 



Einleitung in das neue Testament. Von. D. A. Julicher Professor der 
Theologie in Marburg. Erste und zweite Auflage. Freiburg i. B.' und 
Leipzig : J. C. B. Mohr, 1894. Pages xiv + 404. Octavo. Price 6 marks. 
This Einleitung is wisely confined within narrower limits than some works 
of its class, neither the language of the New Testament nor the history of its 
exegesis being included. It consists of an introduction, and three parts treat- 
ing successively of the history of the books composing the New Testament, 
the history of the New Testament Canon, and the history of the New Testa- 
ment Text. Each of these divisions is ably handled from a moderately 
advanced standpoint. The first, as might be expected, occupies more than 
half the volume. Paul and the writings ascribed to him are discussed at great 
length. Professor Julicher seems disposed to accept ten of the fourteen epistles, 
with considerable hesitation however as to that to the Ephesians. Of the four 
generally accepted epistles Galatians is believed to have been written first 
and Romans last. " Hebrews " was composed about 90 A. D. by a Pauline 
Christian possessing Alexandrian culture ; and was probably addressed to 
Christians (not exclusively Jewish Christians) in Rome. The pastoral 
epistles cannot possibly have been written by Paul. The close of the first 
quarter of the first century is suggested as a probable date. Yet it is admitted 
that traces of them seem to exist in the epistle of Polycarp, who was martyred 
in extreme old age about the middle of the century, and Ignatius, who is put 
by Lightfoot considerably earlier. The catholic epistles are all regarded as 
post-apostolic. The First of Peter may have been written about 100 A. D., 
and the Second between 150 and 175 A. D. The most interesting part of the 
book isthatwhich relates to the gospels. " Matthew" "the most important book 
that was ever written " was penned by a Jewish Christian of wide sympathies 
whose name and home are alike indiscoverable, in the reign of Domitian 
(81-96 A. D.). Mark is placed between 70 A. D. and the close of the first 



